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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

ilfhtiEi^n ?!fS? in u (1) an a PP |ication for Patent, published under section 122(b). by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a paten 

SmSH n a ? P Catl ° n f ?l Patent by an0ther filed in the United States before ^ invent by the 
S2J£5 ex £ ep th f at an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 

onlv 5 tSSIi^i In,? 8 °» r PU ? 0S6S ° f thiS subsection of an application filed in the United States 

^ Unit6d Stat6S W3S PUbMShed Under ArtiC ' e 21 W 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nakanishi et al. (US 2004/0088170). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Nakanishi et al discloses a wide area network printing 
system so configured that a contents server providing various information is operated to 
send print data to a document server via the Internet, and the document server is 
operated to send the print data to a remotely installed image forming apparatus via the 
Internet to allow the image forming apparatus to print the print data (content charging 
program used to charge a user when the user downloads and outputs a content such as 
an image file from a content server through a computer network represented by the 
Internet) (page 1, paragraph [0001]), wherein the contents server includes: data 
sending/receiving means which communicates various data including print data with a 
communications terminal of a user and the document server (content server accepts the 
processing request from the commerce server) (page 9, paragraphs [0168]-[0170]); 
data storage means (downloading the content to CD-ROM or the like) (page 9, 
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paragraph [0149]) which stores the print data therein (Fig. 7, downloading of the 
content) (page 10, paragraphs [0185]-[0189]); controlling means which controls the data 
storage means to read out the print data designated by a command requesting printout 
of the print data and controls the data sending/receiving means to send the print data to 
the document server when the data sending/receiving means receives the command 
requesting printout of the print data from the communications terminal (content server 
carries out the download processing and transmits the content to the user terminal in 
response to the use request information of the content indicted and transmitted by the 
authenticated user) (page 11, paragraph 0207]); and information fee accounting means 
which calculates an information fee relating to the print data and charges the user for 
the information fee when the data sending/receiving means sends the print data to the 
document server (charging information contained in the content is decoded) (page 10, 
paragraphs [0177]-[0182]), the document server includes: communicating means which 
communicates various data including the print data with the contents server and the 
image forming apparatus (commerce server transmits the processing result to the web 
server to display the sample data on the browser screen) (page 9, paragraph [0169]); 
storage means which stores the print data sent from the contents server therein (Fig. 7, 
downloading of the content) (page 10, paragraphs [0185]-[0189]); data retrieving means 
which retrieves, from the storage means, the print data designated by a command 
requesting transmission of the print data sent from the image forming apparatus (user 
selects from the sample data of the contents viewed the content which he/she wishes to 
use) (page 10. paragraph [0175]); print fee accounting means which calculates a print 
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fee in accordance with the number of copies of the print data retrieved by the data 
retrieving means, and stores the print fee as print-fee-related accounting data (content 
basis charging information based on each content) (page 10. paragraphs [0179]- 
[0182]); and communication controlling means which controls the communicating 
means to send the print data and the print-fee-related accounting data to the image 
forming apparatus (on the browser screen of the user terminal, the user checks the 
charging information) (page 10, paragraph [0184]), and the image forming apparatus 
includes: accepting means which accepts the command requesting transmission of the 
print data (content data are read out and transmitted to the user terminal) (page 1 1 , 
paragraph [0198]); transmitting means which sends the command requesting 
transmission of the print data inputted from the accepting means to the document server 
(Fig. 7) (using methods such as print, display, download, or the like are carried out to 
indicate the use information) (page 10, paragraph [0185]); receiving means which 
receives the print data and the print-fee-related accounting data from the document 
server (charging information and print target data are contained in communication print 
data) (page 11, paragraphs [0202]-[0205]); outputting means which prints outs the 
received print data (Fig. 5, printer); and fee collecting means which collects the print fee 
from the user based on the print-fee-related accounting data when the receiving means 
receives the print-fee-related accounting data from the document server (charging is 
carried out) (pages 12 and 13, paragraph [0233]). 

4. Regarding Claim 2, Nakanishi et al discloses a system, wherein the information 
fee accounting means of the contents server is controlled to charge the user for the 
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information fee relating to the print data when the data sending/receiving means sends 
the print data to the communications terminal (charging information and print target data 
are contained in communication print data) (page 11, paragraphs [0202]-[0205]). 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Nakanishi et al discloses a system, wherein the controlling 
means of the contents server controls the data sending/receiving means to send, to the 
document server, print data in which additional information is added to the print data 
sent to the communications terminal, (Fig. 13, attribute information) as additional- 
information-included print data when the data sending/receiving means receives the 
command requesting printout of the print data (attribute information contained in the 
content) (page 11, paragraph [0211]), and controls the information fee accounting 
means to charge the user for an information fee relating to the additional-information- 
included print data by adding a surcharge when the data sending/receiving means 
sends the additional-information-included print data to the image forming apparatus 
(charging at the used time is carried out in connection with the processing of detecting 
and interpreting the attribute information) (pages 11 and 12, paragraph [0215]). 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Nakanishi et al discloses a system, wherein the controlling 
means of the contents server controls the data sending/receiving means to send the 
print data to the document server when the data sending/receiving means receives the 
command requesting printout of the print data (content server carries out the download 
processing and transmits the content to the user terminal in response to the use request 
information of the content indicted and transmitted by the authenticated user) (page 1 1 , 
paragraph 0207]), and controls the data sending/receiving means to send the print-data- 
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related information fee calculated by the information fee accounting means to the 
document server as print-data-related accounting data (charging information contained 
in the content is decoded) (page 10, paragraphs [0177]-[0182]), the communication 
controlling means of the document server controls the communicating means to send, 
to the image forming apparatus, the print-data-related accounting data calculated by the 
information fee accounting means, and the print-fee-related accounting data calculated 
by the print fee accounting means (on the browser screen of the user terminal, the user 
checks the charging information) (page 10, paragraph [0184]), and the fee collecting 
means of the image forming apparatus is controlled to collect from the user a certain fee 
based on the print-data-related accounting data and the print-fee-related accounting 
data (charging is carried out) (pages 12 and 13, paragraph [0233]). 
7. Regarding Claim 5, Nakanishi et al discloses a document server so configured as 
to receive print data from a contents server providing various information via the Internet 
and to send the print data to a remotely installed image forming apparatus via the 
Internet to allow the image forming apparatus to print the print data (user downloads 
and outputs a content such as an image file from a content server through a computer 
network represented by the Internet) (page 1, paragraph [0001]), the document server 
comprising: communicating means which communicates various data with the contents 
server and the image forming apparatus (commerce server transmits the processing 
result to the web server to display the sample data on the browser screen) (page 9, 
paragraph [0169]); storage means which stores print data sent from the contents server 
therein (Fig. 7, downloading of the content) (page 10, paragraphs [0185]-[0189]); data 
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retrieving means which retrieves, from the print data storage means, the print data 
designated by a command requesting transmission of the print data from the image 
forming apparatus (user selects from the sample data of the contents viewed the 
content which he/she wishes to use) (page 10. paragraph [0175]); print fee accounting 
means which calculates a print fee in accordance with the number of copies of the print 
data retrieved by the data retrieving means and stores the print fee as print-fee-related 
accounting data (content basis charging information based on each content) (page 10. 
paragraphs [0179]-[0182]); and communication controlling means which controls the 
communicating means to send the print data and the print-fee-related accounting data 
to the image forming apparatus (on the browser screen of the user terminal, the user 
checks the charging information) (page 10, paragraph [0184]). 

8. Regarding Claim 6, Nakanishi et al discloses a document server, wherein the 
communications controlling means controls the communicating means to send, to the 
image forming apparatus (user checks the charge on the browser screen) (page 10, 
paragraph 0178]), the print-fee-related accounting data calculated by the print fee 
accounting means, and accounting data indicative of an information fee relating to the 
print data sent from the contents server (content basis charging information based on 
each content) (page 10. paragraphs [0179]-[0182]). 

9. Regarding Claim 7, Nakanishi et al discloses a contents server so configured as 
to send print data to a document server via the Internet and to allow a remotely installed 
image forming apparatus to print the print data via the Internet (content charging 
program used to charge a user when the user downloads and outputs a content such as 
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an image file from a content server through a computer network represented by the 
Internet) (page 1, paragraph [0001]), the contents server comprising: data 
sending/receiving means which communicates various data including print data with a 
communications terminal of a user and the document server (content server accepts the 
processing request from the commerce server) (page 9, paragraphs [0168]-[0170]); 
controlling means which controls the data sending/receiving means to send the print 
data to the document server when the data sending/receiving means receives a 
command requesting printout of the print data from the communications terminal 
apparatus (content server carries out the download processing and transmits the 
content to the user terminal in response to the use request information of the content 
indicted and transmitted by the authenticated user) (page 11, paragraph 0207]); and 
information fee accounting means which calculates an information fee relating to the 
print data and charges the user for the information fee when the data sending/receiving 
means sends the print data to the document server (content basis charging information 
based on each content) (page 10. paragraphs [0179]-[0182]). 

10. Regarding Claim 8, Nakanishi et al discloses a contents server, wherein the 
information fee accounting means is controlled to charge the user for the information fee 
relating to the print data when the data sending/receiving means sends the print data to 
the communications terminal (content basis charging information based on each 
content) (page 10. paragraphs [0179]-[0182]). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 9, Nakanishi et al discloses a contents server, wherein the 
controlling means controls the data sending/receiving means to send, to the document 
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server, print data in which additional information (Fig. 13, attribute information) is added 
to the print data sent to the communications terminal, as additional-information-included 
print data when the data sending/receiving means receives the command requesting 
printout of the print data (attribute information contained in the content) (page 1 1 , 
paragraph [021 1]), and controls the information fee accounting means to charge the 
user for the information fee relating to the additional-information-included print data by 
adding a surcharge when the data sending/receiving means sends the additional- 
information-include- d print data to the document server (charging at the used time is 
carried out in connection with the processing of detecting and interpreting the attribute 
information) (pages 11 and 12, paragraph [0215]). 

12. Regarding Claim 10, Nakanishi et al discloses a contents server, wherein the 
controlling means controls the data sending/receiving means to send, to the document 
server, the print data and data indicative of the print-data-related information fee 
calculated by the information fee accounting means, as print-data-related accounting 
data when the data sending/receiving means receives the command requesting printout 
of the print data (content server carries out the download processing and transmits the 
content to the user terminal in response to the use request information of the content 
indicted and transmitted by the authenticated user) (page 11, paragraph 0207]). 

13. Regarding Claim 11, Nakanishi et al discloses an image forming apparatus so 
configured as to receive print data, via the Internet, from a document server 
communicatively connected therewith via the Internet to output the print data (user 
downloads and outputs a content such as an image file from a content server through a 
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computer network represented by the Internet) (page 1, paragraph [0001]), the 
apparatus comprising: accepting means which accepts a command requesting 
transmission of print data (content data are read out and transmitted to the user 
terminal) (page 11, paragraph [0198]); transmitting means which sends the command 
requesting transmission of the print data to the document server (Fig. 7) (using methods 
such as print, display, download, or the like are carried out to indicate the use 
information) (page 10, paragraph [0185]); receiving means which receives, from the 
document server, the print data designated by the command requesting transmission of 
the print data (charging information and print target data are contained in 
communication print data) (page 11, paragraphs [0202]-[0205]); outputting means which 
prints out the print data received by the receiving means (Fig. 5, printer); and fee 
collecting means which collects a print fee from the user based on accounting data 
which the receiving means receives from the document server when the outputting 
means outputs the print data (charging is carried out) (pages 12 and 13, paragraph 
[0233]). 

14. Regarding Claim 12, Nakanishi et al discloses an image forming apparatus, 
wherein the fee collecting means is controlled to collect a certain fee from the user 
based on the accounting data indicative of an information fee relating to the print data 
and the print fee both of which the receiving means receives from the document server 
(charging is carried out) (pages 12 and 13, paragraph [0233]). 
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Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tamayama et al. (US 2002/0062274) discloses a communication system 
comprising a rental system for rental a storage medium. 

Quinlan (US 2003/0156076) discloses a dynamic display updating system and 
method thereof. 

Miura et al. (US 2003/0028490) discloses a content distribution system capable 
of distributing a content in accordance with a requested data format or the capabilities of 
the terminal used. 

Content Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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